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FeisaFs regular army, which was recruited almost
entirely from Arab prisoners of war who had been
taken while fighting for the Turks in the various
eastern theatres of war, and had volunteered to
join the Arab revolt, was not more than 3,000
strong, including camp-followers and non-com-
batants. It was armed, clothed, munitioned, and
rationed by General Allenby, but it had been
for less than six months in being, and could not yet
be regarded as a disciplined and up-to-date force.
Besides being helped with munitions and rations.,
Feisal had been lent five armoured cars known as
the Hejaz Armoured Car Battery, under Captain
Oilman ; a flight of aeroplanes, under Captain
Siddons ; two ten-pounder guns mounted on
Talbot cars, under Lieutenant Brodie; a detachment
of twenty Indian machine-gunners, under Jemadar
Hassan Khan of the nth Tiwana Lancers; a
detachment of the Egyptian Camel Corps, under
Bimbashi Peake ; a section of Algerian gunners,
armed with four '65 mountain-guns under Captain
Pisani ; and an Egyptian Army battalion for guard
duties at Akaba. To help him with his transport,
as he advanced farther from Akaba, he was also
lent a company of the Egyptian Camel Transport
Corps, under Captain Hinde.
These miscellaneous units were all under the
command of Lieut.-Col. P. C. Joyce, who was not
only O.C. Hejaz Operations from the point of view
of the British units, but had also been FeisaPs guide,
philosopher, and friend for nearly two years. Next
to Lawrence there was no one whom Feisal liked
and trusted better than Joyce Bey, and no one who
did more to make the Hejaz operations a success.
Joyce's staff consisted of Major Maynard, his alter